
Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Thurmon, Clarke [Thurmon.Clarke@epa.gov] 
10/22/2020 10:04:02 PM 
Brown, Leah [Brown.Leah@epa.gov] 
FW: Lower Umatilla nitrate matter 

Attachments: umatilla options paper_with MJM commetns.docx 

Leah, 

Please see the attached document containing Mat M.'s initial comments on the Options Paper. 

Thanks, 

Clarke 

Clarke Thurmon 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10, Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
MIS ORC-l l-C07 
Seattle, WA 9810 l 
Desk (206) 553-2585 
Fax (206) 553-1762 
Thurmon. Clarke/a; EPA. gov 

Protecting the environment is everyone's responsibility. You can help by reporting potential environmental violations. To do so, visit 
EP A's website at ht10s:/ /\v\v\v.epa. gov /enforcernent/report-envimnrnenlal ~violations 

NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. Jfyou are not the intended recipient, or 
believe you have received this communication in error, please contact the sender and delete the copy you received. Do Not print, 
copy, retransmit, disseminate, or otherwise use the information. Unless so stated, legal arguments and opinions by the writer of this 
email do not represent official EPA policy. Thank you. 

From: Martinson, Mathew <martinson.mathew@epa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 1:42 PM 

To: Contreras, Peter <Contreras.Peter@epa.gov>; Kenknight, Jeff <Kenknight.Jeff@epa.gov>; Thurmon, Clarke 

<Thurmon.Clarke@epa.gov> 

Cc: King, Carol <King.Carol@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Lower Umatilla nitrate matter 

Peter - Thank you for pulling this together. I only have a couple comments that I embedded in the recommended 

option section. In particular, I'm not clear on LSASD's potential role. I'm happy to explore it, but given the vague 

concept, I recommend leaving it out of a "plan" or recommendation until we decide on the deliverable and/role from 

LSASD. 

Mat 

Mathew J. Martinson, P.E., BCEE 
CAPT,USPHS 
Chief, Permitting, Drinking Water and Infrastructure Branch 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
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__ f'_t].9_n._~~---~Q!t·_~~3-6334 (Direct) 
i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) !(Cell) 
L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-" 

From: Contreras, Peter <ContrerasYeter@epa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 8:44 AM 

To: Kenknight, Jeff <KenknighLJeff@e1x1ogov>; Martinson, Mathew <martinsorunathew(wepa.gov>; Thurmon, Clarke 

<Thurmon.Clarke@lepa.gov> 

Cc: King, Carol <King.Carnl@lepa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Lower Umatilla nitrate matter 

Here is a draft Options paper for Umatilla (I'm not able to post it on one-drive at the moment). Please review and either 

provide red line edits of minor revisions or let me know if we should discuss more substantial changes. 

Carol: If you could provide initial feedback from HQ perspective, that would be helpful. 

Once I hear from you all, we can broaden the review and schedule briefings. 

Thanks, 

Peter Contreras I Chief 
Field, Data & Drinking Water Enforcement Section 
Water Enforcement & Field Branch (20C-04) 

Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division 
Seattle I US EPA 
206 553 6708 

From: Contreras, Peter 

Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2020 3:37 PM 

To: King, Carol <King.Carol@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Lower Umatilla nitrate matter 

Hi Carol, The PWS national meeting and other work sidelined my efforts to complete an options paper. I have a start 

and hope to refine it shortly. If there's specific considerations you think should be addressed I'm happy to touch base, 

but I know you're busy as well. Otherwise, I'm hoping to share a draft this week. 

Peter Contreras I Chief 
Field, Data & Drinking Water Enforcement Section 
Water Enforcement & Field Branch (20C-04) 

Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division 
Seattle I US EPA 
206 553 6708 

From: King, Carol <King.Carol@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2020 2:57 PM 

To: Contreras, Peter <Contreras.Peter@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Lower Umatilla nitrate matter 

Hi Peter, 
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I hope you're well! I wanted to touch base about LUB. Should I schedule a call so we can touch base on an options 

paper? I want to help as much as appropriate. And apologies if I missed a message from you on this since our last call on 

9/11. September is always a blur, especially this one! 

Thanks, 

Carol 

-----Original Appointment-----

From: Contreras, Peter <ContrerasYeten@epa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2020 10:50 AM 

To: Contreras, Peter; King, Carol; Kenknight, Jeff; Thurmon, Clarke; Martinson, Mathew; Parikh, Pooja; Brown, Leah; 

Baron, Adam 

Cc: Wilson, Dane; Rausch, Heidi; Zimny, James; Thompkins, Anita; Davis, CatherineM; Wehling, Carrie 

Subject: lower Umatilla nitrate matter 
When: Friday, September 11, 2020 11:00 AM-11:30 AM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada). 

Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting 

Check-in w/OECA & OGC: (Mat please forward to OW if appropriate) 

Initial thoughts on Oregon response 

o Feedback/all 

o Options 

o Next Steps 

Status of FOIA request from Food & Water Watch 

Join Microsoft Tearns Meeting 
,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

+ 1 i. Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) : United States, Seattle (T ol I) 

Conference ID: l Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ~; 

Local 1,urnbers I Reset Pl!'J I Lean more aboul Teams I 
By participating in EPA hosted virtual meetings and events, you are consenting to abide by the agency's terms of 
use. In addition, you acknowledge that content you post may be collected and used in support of FOIA and 
eDiscovery activities. 

From: King, Carol <l<ingXarol@lepa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2020 6:05 AM 

To: Kenknight, Jeff <KenknighLJeff@epa.gov>; Contreras, Peter <Contreras.Peter(@epa.gov>; Baron, Adam 

<BaronJ\dam(wepa.gov>; Thurmon, Clarke <Thurmon.Clarke(wepa.gov>; Martinson, Mathew 

<rnarti11so11.mathew@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wilson, Dane <Wilson,Dane(pJepa.gov>; Rausch, Heidi <Rausch.Heidi(wepa.gov>; Zimny, James 

<zimnv.james@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: lower Umatilla nitrate matter 

Hi all, 

I hope everyone is doing well. Did the state end up responding by the new August deadline? When you're ready to 

schedule the next internal call, please include us in WED. I expect our leadership will ask again soon about the lower 

Umatilla matter, including what options are being developed. So we want to touch base when you're available. 
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Thanks, 

Carol 

From: Kenknight, Jeff <KenknighUeff@)epa,gov> 

Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2020 1:04 PM 
To: Contreras, Peter <Corrt:reras,Peter@Depa,gov>; King, Carol <King,Carnl@epa,gov>; Baron, Adam 

<Barnn.Adam(wepa,gov> 

Cc: Wilson, Dane <Wilson,Dane(K:.? .. fP?._,_g_9y_>; Rausch, Heidi <Rausd1,Heidi@_fpr._ggy>; Thurmon, Clarke 
<Thurmon,Clarke@epa.gov>; Zimny, James <zimny.iames@epa,gov>; Martinson, Mathew 

<rnartinson.mathew@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Lower Umatilla nitrate matter 

Oregon did request an extension. We agreed to a new deadline of August 24, 2020 to respond to the EPA letter. 

We should get something on the calendar after the response comes into the Region. 

Jeff KenKnight 
Chief, Water Enforcement and Field Branch 

Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division 

EPA Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, 20-C04 
Seattle, WA 98101 
(206) 553-6641 

From: Contreras, Peter <Contreras.Peter@epa.gov> 

Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2020 9:04 AM 
To: King, Carol <King,Carol@lepa,gov>; Baron, Adam <Barnn)\dam(wepa,gov>; Kenknight, Jeff <KenknighUeff(wepa,gov> 

Cc: Wilson, Dane <Wilson.Dane@.Q.P._§_,gg_v.>; Rausch, Heidi <Rausch.1-·leidi@.qp§_,ggy>; Thurmon, Clarke 
<Thunnon.Clarke@Depa,gov>; Zimny, James <zimny,iames(@epa,gov> 

Subject: RE: Lower Umatilla nitrate matter 

Carol: Oregon was going to request an extension and Jeff and Mat were going to schedule a call. That's the last I heard. 

Jeff will have any updated info. 

(Related: An interim response letter to the FOIA from Food & Water Watch providing the letter EPA sent to state 

agencies and asking for clarification of their FOIA request scope was to be sent out this week as well, if it hasn't gone out 

already). 

Peter Contreras I Chief 
Field, Data & Drinking Water Enforcement Section 
Water Enforcement & Field Branch (20C-04) 

Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division 
Seattle I US EPA 
206 553 6708 
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From: King, Carol <King.Carol@e1x1ogov> 

Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2020 8:38 AM 

To: Contreras, Peter <Contreras, ?eter@ . .©.P?..,ffQY..>; Baron, Adam <Baron,Adam@.Qp_9 _ _._g_g_v.>; Ken knight, Jeff 

<KenknighUeff@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wilson, Dane <\i\Jilson,Dane(alepa.gov>; Rausch, Heidi <Rausch.Heidi(@epa.gov>; Thurmon, Clarke 

<Thu rrn on, Cl a rke@.s:PEUlQ.V.>; Zi m ny, Jam es <;.i.mn.Y..:i?..DW.~.@.?.P.?.:ff9.Y.> 
Subject: Lower Umatilla nitrate matter 

Hello, 

Hope you're all doing well. Has Oregon provided any responses yet to the letter Region 10 sent in July? 

Thanks, 

Carol 

Carol DeMarco King, Attorney-Advisor 

Municipal Enforcement Branch 

Water Enforcement Division 

Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance 

U.S. EPA 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: (202} 564-2412 

Email: klng.carnl@epa,gov 

CONFIDENTIAL: This transmission may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work product or 

otherwise privileged material. Do not release under FOIA without appropriate review. If this message was 

sent to you in error, you are instructed to delete this message from your machine and all storage media 

whether electronic or hard copy. 
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